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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A petition filed under 37 CFR 1 .137(b) filed May 15, 2008 to revive the 
application was granted. In addition to the filed petition, a request for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1 .114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was 
also filed in the petition. Applicant's submission filed on 5/15/2008 has been entered. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 7, 9, 11-17, 19, 21-27 and 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Hill (Pub. # 20030041765). 

Regarding claim 17, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses a system (See Figure 
1) that includes a server (computer, See Figure 1, Element 12; Page 1, Paragraph 
0009), which has a modeling module (included within the print agent, See Figure 2, 
Element 28) for receiving modeling parameters from a plurality of remotely located print 
shops (receives bids from print shops, See Page 2, Paragraph 0019, such that the bids 
include the time period to complete the job, cost, etc., See Page 2, Paragraph 0018) 
and generates model output data (selects the successful bid based on the criteria 
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received, See Page 2, Paragraph 0020), such that the modeling module is configured 
to perform model hypothetical studies based on the modeling parameters (prior to 
selecting the optimal bid, the print agent uses cost, time to complete the print job, 
proximity, etc. as a factor in the final selection, See Page 2, Paragraph 0021), such that 
the modeling parameters include print shop organization information (parameters from 
the user-selected attributes such as the time to complete the print job, See Page 2, 
Paragraph 0019) and the print shop organization information includes equipment 
resources available at each print shop (whether the print shop is able to complete the 
job as requested, See Page 2, Paragraph 0018, based on the attributes of the print job 
submitted by the print agent, See Page 1, Paragraph 0013). 

Regarding claim 19, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the print shop 
organization information includes information regarding at least one cell composition (a 
print shop and its proximity, See Page 2, Paragraph 0020) and the equipment available 
in each cell (layout and format features that the user instructed, See Page 1-2, 
Paragraph 0014, that are used within the printing services of the print shop, See Page 
2, Paragraph 0017, and sent to the print agent, See Page 2, Paragraph 0019). 

Regarding claim 21, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the modeling 
parameters include print job requirements (requirements used to bid and output the print 
job, See Page 2, Paragraph 0018). 

Regarding claim 22, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the print job 
requirements include information regarding the number of pages in each item (number 
of copies for the print job, See Page 1-2, Paragraph 0014). 
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Regarding claim 23, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the model output 
data includes cost of the print job (See Page 2, Paragraph 0020). 

Regarding claim 24, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the server includes 
a design module (included within the print agent) adapted to receive print shop 
organization information (the performance information for each print shop, See Page 2, 
Paragraph 0018) and to generate suggested print shop organization revisions from 
each print shop (generate suggestions, or criteria, in order to determine which print 
shop should output the print data, See Page 2, Paragraph 0019-0020). 

Regarding claim 25, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the server further 
includes a reorganization module (included within the print agent) adapted to receive 
parameters regarding a change in the print job mix at each print shop (whether the print 
shop is able to complete the print job set by the user, See Page 2, Paragraph 0019) 
and to generate suggestions for reorganizing each print shop (if more than one print 
shop is able to complete the print job, the user is able to suggest the organization for 
outputting the print job at the print shop, See Page 2, Paragraph 0022). 

Regarding claim 26, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the system is 
adapted to receive the modeling parameters via the Internet (See Figure 1; Page 2, 
Paragraph 0017). 

Regarding claim 27, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the system is 
adapted to receive the modeling parameters via a web based connection (a network 
connection, See Figure 1; Page 2, Paragraph 0017). 
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Regarding claim 31, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses a design module 
(included within the print agent) adapted to receive performance data for equipment and 
operators in each print shop (the performance information for each print shop, See 
Page 2, Paragraph 0018), and a database (memory) for saving the performance data, 
so that the design module is adapted to retrieve the it from the database and analyze 
the performance data to determine suggested print shop changes (temporarily stores 
the information if the print shop performance data falls within the user set attributes, See 
Page 2, Paragraph 0019, so that it is able to be analyzed later in order to determine 
which print shop should output the print data, See Page 2, Paragraph 0020-0021). 

Regarding claim 32, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the design module 
is adapted to forward the suggested print changes to each print shop (once the 
successful bid from a print shop is selected, the chosen print shop is forwarded the print 
job to output it according to the user-selected attributes, See Page 3, Paragraph 0024). 

Regarding claim 33, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses a reorganization 
module (included within the print agent) adapted to determine suggested print shop 
organization revisions based on parameters for a mix of print jobs and upon each 
current print shop organization (if more than one print shop is able to complete the print 
job, the user is able to suggest the organization for outputting the print job at the print 
shop, See Page 2, Paragraph 0022). 

Regarding claim 1, the rationale provided in the rejection of claim 17 is 
incorporated herein. In addition, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses that the print shop 
organization information includes equipment and labor resources available at each of 
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the print shops (whether the print shop is able to complete the job as requested, See 
Page 2, Paragraph 0018, based on the attributes of the print job submitted by the print 
agent, See Page 1, Paragraph 0013). 

Regarding claims 2-3, 9 and 11-16, the rationale provided in the rejection of 
claims 17, 19, 21-23, 26-27 and 31-33 is incorporated herein. In addition, the system of 
claims 17,19, 21-23, 26-27 and 31 -33 corresponds to the method of claims 2-3, 9 and 
11-16 and performs the steps disclosed herein. 

Regarding claim 7, Hill (Pub. # 20030041765) discloses forwarding the model 
output data to each respective remote print shop (a bid request is sent to each print 
shop, See Page 2, paragraph 0016, that includes pre-defined criteria such as the cost 
and time to complete the print job, See Figure 3; Page 2, Paragraph 0015). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant argues the prior art does not disclose the production costs per unit time 
used for each resource including equipment and labor and material parameters. Upon 
further review, Hill discloses that the print shop organization information includes 
equipment and labor resources available at each of the print ships (equipment 
resources available at each print shop according to claim 17), such that the print shop 
states whether it is able to complete the print job as requested (See Page 2, Paragraph 
0018) based on the attributes of the print job submitted by print agent (See Page 1, 
Paragraph 0013). Thus, the information discloses whether each print shop is capable 
of fulfilling the selected attributes of the print job based on the available equipment and 
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labor resources. As a result, the prior art of Hill does meet the limitations of the 
amended claims as disclosed within the rejection above. 

Based on these facts, THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vincent Rudolph whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8243. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 A.M. - 4:30 
P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571 ) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Vincent Rudolph 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

/Vincent Rudolph/ 

Acting Examiner of Art Unit 2625 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



